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Improving Readiness to Learn at Museum by Pre-Visit Learning Using
Search Tools for Mounded Tombs and Excavated Artifacts

Koji TANAKA™, Yuichi SUGAHARA™*, Maiko CHIDA™*, Masahiro HorI***

It is expected that learning at museum will cultivate sensitivity and critical thinking habits of learners. The

present study developed a Prior learning by Faceted Search (PFS) model for museum learning that fosters

awareness of hypothetical reasoning as critical thinking. In this study, a pre-visit learning program for history

museum constructed based on the PFS model was implemented with university students. This study examined

whether the program improves readiness for learning at museum visited after the program. Qualitative data

analysis methods were used to analyze the reflective essays submitted in the educational practice. The results

show that learning with the faceted search application can be helpful for prior learning to enhance the motiva-

tion for learning at the museum, along with the inspiration to learn the hypothetical reasoning process. These

results indicate that the PFS model has the potential to contribute to the construction of effective pre-visit

learning programs.
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