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Comparative Study of Collaborative Reading in English
with Robot and Tablet Media

Akihiro Kashihara™, Yoshihiro Adachi™
" Graduate School of Informatics and Engineering, The University of Electro-Communications

In collaborative reading in English, Japanese learners often feel reluctant, which could prevent them
from engaging in English communication. We have been addressing the issue how to promote
engagement in collaborative reading with communication robot, and developed a robot partner
system. This paper describes a comparative study whose purpose was to ascertain the effects of the
system in comparison with virtual partner working on tablet media who has the same functions as
the robot partner. The results of the study suggest that the robot partner affords more authentic
communication including eye contact with learners and promotes self-efficacy in collaborative

reading.
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